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THINKING IN, THROUGH, AND 
WITH ART: 
CHALLENGES, DISCOVERIES, 
AND KNOWLEDGE 
CONSTRUCTION IN GRADUATE 
ARTS-BASED RESEARCH 
OVERVIEW 
Course Context, Purpose & Content
Organization and Structure 
Approaches to Facilitation
Student Experiences
Outcomes, Successes and Challenges
Q & A
How do arts-based research processes, products, and 
theoretical orientations connect with the practice of art 
teachers in K-12 schools? 
How might a close, critical, and deeply contextual analysis of 
one’s artistic work and work practices of artists advance, 
develop, and enhance understandings, theories, and 
practices of arts-based research? 
What types of questions, challenges, and concerns might 
such an analysis raise for practicing artists-researchers-
teachers? 
COURSE DESIGN 
GUIDING 
QUESTIONS
“We can justifiably speak of artistic research 
(research in the arts) 
when that artistic practice 
is not only the result of the research,
but also its methodological vehicle, 
when the research unfolds
in and through the acts of creating and 
performing”
(Borgdoff, 2010)
Learning Outcomes 
understand traditions
gain mastery
differentiate
purpose and suitability
select & collect
articulate
investigate
reflect
awareness
process
production
reading
writing
review
exhibit
discuss
analyze
synthesize
Organization and Structure of the 
Course
Lala_Abaddon-paperart4.jpg

ASSIGNMENTS:
Building students’ capacity and 
confidence
Mind mapping
Reading
Visual Media
Observation
Fieldnotes
Reflective Journal
Worksheets
Peer Discussions
Course Creator and Instructor
Rébecca Bourgault, Ed.D.
Course Facilitators
Delane Ingalls Vanada, 
Ph.D. 
Amy Cook, Ph.D. 
Donna Murray-Tiedge, 
Ph.D. 
Catherine Rosamond, 
Ed.D. 
Rachel Althof, Ed.D. 
Team meetings and sharing resources 
Student Experience
Anais (VR painting)
Erin (bricolage sculpture)










Tim (live painting collage)
Whitney
My Neighbors and My Country, 
Whitney Bates, (2019)
This is Important to Me, 
Whitney Bates (2019)
Dinosaur King, Whitney Bates (2019)
Stephanie (embroidery, weaving)
Pereira, Conversation Embroidery, 2019
Cynthia (installation)
Rosenbluh, Beyong Brick and Mortar, 2019
Cynthia Rosenbluh, Box House, 2019
Pepon_Osorio_Badge-of-Honor_1995
Do Ho Suh_The Perfect Home_2003
CHALLENGES
Salient themes and takeaways we 
observed in the students
LAYERING
Chaves, T., Hidden (2019)
Chaves, Live Painting 1, 2019
“These timeless layers connect to my interests in 
understanding contemporary issues of society and how they 
were molded from layers of discrimination, segregation, 
power structures and age-old wounds throughout time.” 
“Knowing 
requires not 
knowing: a 
state of being 
lost in order to 
find.”
(Cahnmann-Taylor & 
Siegesmund, 2008, p. 234)
UNKNOWING
In processes of undoing, making 
uncertain or extending 
knowledge, there is always the 
potential for other ways of 
knowing to emerge.” 
Irwin, R. & O’Donoghue, D. (2012). Encountering pedagogy through 
relational practices, p.226
UNLOCKING
Pereira, Conversation Embroidery, 2019

CONCLUSION
http://shanekennard.com/
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